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The Plight of the Survived Yazidi Women of Atrocities Committed by ISIS 

 

Introduction 

Violence against women and violating their rights will affect their health and it will leave an impact 

on their future. Women have the right to live without fear and violation, however, they have continuously 

faced sexual harassment and marriage of girls under the age of 12 inside the IDPs camps, in order to protect 

them. Overall, the tragedy that Yazidi women and girls faced with ISIS. It is their responsibility to work 

hard in order to rescue all the Yazidi women and girls who have been arrested by ISIS groups in 2014. The 

captured Yazidi women have been tortured, and they said that they have been deprived of health care and 

education. Human Right Watch interviewed 21 Sunni Muslim women in 2016 in the areas under the ISIS 

control, 15 of them escaped. Yazidi women, who were captured by ISIS in 2014, were forced to convert to 

Islam and sexual slavery, they were also raped, separated from their kids, and ISIS groups were selling and 

buying them. In addition, Sunni Muslim women faced many challenges, they were forced to wear Niqab 

and they were not allowed to go out alone unless they are with a man in their family. people were struggling 

because of the high price of food and the Iraqi government was not sending the salaries of the families 

living under the authorities of ISIS. Women were unable to access to education and health care because it 

was unacceptable for women to go and see a male doctor or study, those who did were sentenced to be 

beaten in public. Some of the Yazidi women, who were captured by ISIS, mentioned that they felt disgraced 

for the ISIS behaviors toward them that some even thought of suicide. Yazidi who converted to Islam and 

gave birth, their children were taken forcefully to the mosques to pray. According to the reports of the 

Kurdistan regional government officials and NGOs, they have seen 15 women captured by ISIS for more 

than a year and traded by them (buying and selling). So, it is the responsibility of the Kurdistan regional 

government to provide social and psychological services for the displaced persons. When ISIS first came, 

they separated women and children from men and sent them to Raqqa to work as servants or used as sexual 

slavery. Director of the IDP office in the Kurdistan prime minister office mentioned that 1000 women 

escaped from ISIS, and 1800 Yazidi women and girls still left, it is a crime against humanity not a war 

crime to separate children from society and rape women. "ISIS tortured us, made us do house works for 

them, prisoned us, provided a small amount of food for weeks, and we did not that we have been sold until 

minutes later," said an IDP in Duhok camp, Kurdistan region. 
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Section One: General Framework of Research 

 

1.1 Statement of the Problem:  

Every Research paper includes a problem, the Yazidi Kurds genocide in Sinjar district in 

2014 brought so much backset and tragedy. This research focuses on the tragedies Yazidi women 

faced psychologically and sexual slavery, during the conflicts with ISIS. 

1.1.1 Sexual harassment and psychological scourge Yazidi girls and women faced. 

1.1.2 Force people to flee their homes seeking protection and safety. 

1.1.3 Destabilize and destroying families and social connections. 

 

1.2 Research Hypothesis: 

1.2.1 Yazidi girls and women of different ages were interviewed, the majority were 

young girls who were about to start their own life. The tough situation was hard on 

them, cut them off from life and education, they have not received enough help. 

1.2.2 Some of these women are suffering from various physical struggles. Others are 

married but separated from their children and families for practicing a different 

religion which cost them so much trouble. 

1.2.3 They cannot live a simple and peaceful life as they were before because of the 

dreadful moments they lived with ISIS. Besides, people have different views 

towards them, a few of them could hardly get used to their situation. 

1.2.4 These women are talented in their specialists, so they need to be provided with job 

opportunities. 

1.3 Aim of the Research: 

1.3.1 To encourage them, give them hope, and provide psychological assists in order to 

let them know they deserve an honorable life. 

1.3.2 Identify their problems and find proper solutions. Evaluate their psychological and 

physical conditions after what they have suffered, and to know their current 

circumstances in the new community they are living in. 
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1.3.3 It covers health, psychology, education, and joblessness problems. Further, the 

obstacles in interacting with the new community. 

 

1.4 Research Procedures: 

In this research, the researcher distributed a questionnaire to 44 Yazidi women who 

escaped from the ISIS used IBMSPSS program to analyze the data. 

 

Section Two: Practical Implementation and Methodology 

2.1 Methodology: 

Researchers use various methods to collect and analyze the data. This research includes 

both quality and quantity methods: First, it occurs in the works and programs of organizations. 

Second, it deals with the numbers and tables of the results obtained in the questionnaires. 

 

2.2 Practical Implementation: 

2.2.1 Research Community: Research community includes the gender and age of the 

participants in the study. The participants in this research are the survived Yazidi women who are 

living inside and outside the camps. 

2.2.2 Data Collection: 

2.2.2.1 Interview: The displaced persons, inside and outside the camps, were 

interviewed aiming to collect data for the study. 

2.2.2.2 Questionnaire: The questionnaire was distributed to the displaced persons, 

and it includes two parts. In the first part, the participants are required to answer some 

general questions such as; age, gender, financial state. The second part is specific data to 

help the main topic of the study. 

 



4 
 

 

Section Three: Data Analysis 

Table (1): Age 

Age No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered 15-20 19 43.2 44.2 44.2 

21-30 10 22.7 23.3 67.4 

31-40 6 13.6 14.0 81.4 

41-50 3 6.8 7.0 88.4 

50+ 5 11.4 11.6 100.0 

Total 43 97.7 100.0  

Unanswered Unanswered 1 2.3   

Total 44 100.0   

The participants are in different age groups, some are above (50+). But, the majority (43%) 

of the participants are between the ages of (15-20) which is a misfortune for this young age to 

experience such tragedies. 

Table (2): Social Status 

Social Status No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Unmarried 21 44.7 44.7 47.7 

Married 21 44.7 44.7 95.5 

Widow 2 4.5 4.5 100.0 

Total 44 100.0 100.0  

Women are the main victims of the war, half of the participants are unmarried young girls 

which of course the war outcomes would have more effects on them. The number of married and 

unmarried ones among the participants are equal (44.7%), and some are widows with a small 

percentage compared to the total number of the participants. 
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Table (3): Do you have children? 

Do you have children? 

 

No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Yes 20 45.5 64.5 64.5 

No 11 25.0 35.5 100.0 

Total 31 70.5 100.0  

Unanswered Unanswered 13 29.5   

Total 44 100.0   

The answers differ, (20) of the participants mentioned they have children, (11) of them do 

not have children, and (13) participants preferred to do not respond to the question. 

Table (4): If you answered as “Yes” how many children do you have? 

If you answered as “Yes” 

how many children do you 

have? 

No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered One 2 4.5 16.7 16.7 

Two 2 4.5 16.7 33.3 

Three 1 2.3 8.3 41.7 

Four 7 15.9 58.3 100.0 

Total 12 27.3 100.0  

Unanswered Unanswered 32 72.7   

Total 44 100.0   

The above table shows the (7) women stated they have 4 children. These children must be 

provided with all the needs of a happy and normal child, they must be supported in every way. 

 

Table (5): Children’s Age (in order) 

Children’s Age (in order) No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered One Year 1 2.3 16.7 16.7 
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Two Years 3 6.8 50.5 66.7 

Three Years 1 2.3 16.7 83.3 

Four Years 1 2.3 16.7 100.0 

Total 6 13.3 100.0  

Unanswered Unanswered 38 86.4   

Total 44 100.0   

It shows that their children are at a very young age. 

Table (6): Education Level 

Children’s Age (in order) No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Primary 20 45.5 80.0 80.0 

Elementary 4 9.1 16.0 96.0 

High School 1 2.3 4.0 100.0 

Total 25 56.8 100.0  

Unanswered Unanswered 19 43.2   

Total 44 100.0   

The above table shows the education level of the participants, 20 of the participants have 

only finished basic school, 4 elementary school, and only one woman has achieved a high school 

certificate. Besides, 19 women did not respond to the question. The below chart gives more detail.
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This chart shows the majority of the participants are under 20 of age, they could not 

continue studying because of the conflicts and the tragedies that happened to them. The responsible 

parties must take part to encourage them to go back to their studies by providing them with basic 

needs. 

Table (7): Current Place of Residence 

Current Place of Residence No. of 

Participants 

Percen

tage 

Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Asiyan 5 11.4 11.4 11.4 

Ba’dre 6 13.6 13.6 5.02 

Outside of Khanke Camp 2 4.5 4.5 29 

Shariya 7 15.9 15.9 5.54 

Khanke Camp 32 2.35 2.35 97.7 

Khanke Camp & Surroundings 1 2.3 2.3 100.0 

Total 44 100.0 100.0  

The results in table (7) reveals the majority lives in Khanke camp, (6) in Ba'dre camp, (5) 

in Asiyan camp. Meanwhile, a few of them are living outside the camps, they must be provided 

with all the necessity. 

 

Table (8): Occupation 

Occupation No. of 

Participants 

Percent

age 

Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Working in Shops 1 2.3 2.3 2.3 

Working in Organizations 1 2.3 2.3 4.5 

Health Care in Organization 2 4.5 4.5 9.1 

Tailor 2 4.5 4.5 13.6 

Jobless 35 79.5 79.5 93.2 

Tailor Shop 1 2.3 2.3 95.5 
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Director in Duhok Hospital 1 2.3 2.3 97.7 

Yes 1 2.3 2.3 100.0 

Total 44 100.0 100.0  

Table (8) shows that only a few percentages of them are currently having a job, while 

(79.5%) are jobless with no experience. Most of them are young and do not have enough skills to 

work in order to get busy and help them to forget their past sorrows. 

Table (9): Duration of Being Captive 

Duration of Being Captive No. of 

Participants 

Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Not Answered 1 2.3 2.3 2.3 

Answered 1 Year 5 11.4 11.4 13.6 

1 Month 3 6.8 6.8 20.5 

15 Days 1 2.3 2.3 22.7 

2 Years & 6 Months 1 2.3 2.3 25.0 

3 Months 3 6.8 6.8 31.8 

3 Years 12 27.3 27.3 59.1 

3 Years & 4 Months 1 2.3 2.3 61.4 

3 Years & 5 Months 1 2.3 2.3 63.6 

4 Months 2 4.5 4.5 68.2 

4 Years 1 2.3 2.3 70.5 

5 Months 2 4.5 4.5 75.5 

6 Months 1 2.3 2.3 77.3 

8 Months 1 2.3 2.3 79.5 

9 Months 7 15.9 15.9 95.5 

2 Years 2 4.5 4.5 100.0 

Total 44 100.0 100.0  
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These Yazidi women have been captured by ISIS for so long, some stayed for (4) years 

and some others only (3) months. Living under ISIS authorities for only one day is enough to feel 

their cruel and live with their fear for your whole life. Some people even trying to commit suicide 

because they could not manage what they have suffered from. 

Table (10): Have you ever been abroad? 

Have you ever been 

abroad? 

No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Yes 23 52.3 52.3 52.3 

No 21 47.7 47.7 100.0 

Total 44 100.0 100.0  

Among the participants, (23) stated they have traveled outside Iraq and (21) of the women 

mentioned that they have never left Iraq. The women have been forced to leave Iraq. 

One of the survived women among the participants of our survey tells her story, "When 

ISIS came in 2014, they killed all our men, and I was taken with a group of women, they took us 

the staying place of Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi. Later, we were conveyed to Raqqa, there were many 

people like us taken by the extremist groups of ISIS. A Syrian man came and bought me for (15) 

days. He mentioned that ISIS has taken (6,117) Yazidi women, sold (3,000) of them. We faced 

many crucial things such as sexual slavery and torture. I still have not seen any sign of my sister 

and father, I can never forget such miserable events happened to me. I always change my place 

hoping to forget everything, but I cannot. 

Table (11): If you answered "Yes", where did you travel? 

If you answered "Yes", where did you 

travel? 

No. of 

Participants 

Percen

tage 

Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Not Answered 23 52.3 52.3 52.3 

Answered Germany 1 2.3 2.3 54.5 

Raqqa 3 6.8 6.8 61.4 

Syria 16 36.4 36.4 97.7 

Miady 1 2.3 2.3 100.0 

Total 44 100.0 100.0  
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The results in the above table show, among those who answered the question, most of them 

were taken to Syria (16), and (3) to Raqqa, only one woman traveled to Germany. It claims that 

these women suffered from many things likely; they were separated from their families, buying 

and selling, sexual slavery. 

Table (12): Are you living with your relatives? 

Are you living with your 

relatives? 

No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Yes 41 93.2 97.6 97.6 

No 1 2.3 2.4 100.0 

Total 42 95.5 100.0  

Not Answered Not 

Answered 

2 4.5   

Total 44 100.0   

Majority of the Yazidi women (93.2%) are living with their family relative now which is a 

helpful thing. However, it did not help them to forget all their sorrows and tragedies they faced. In 

addition, one of them is still living alone and does not want to interact with other people. Further, 

some are living with their husband and children, others with an uncle, sister, or brother. 

 

Table (13): With whom do you live? 

With whom do you live? No. of 

Participants 

Percen

tage 

Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Not Answered 8 18.2 18.2 18.2 

Answered Mother and Bothers 3 6.8 6.8 25.0 

Father 1 2.3 2.3 27.3 

Grandson 1 2.3 2.3 29.5 

Husband  3 6.8 6.8 36.4 

Husband and Children 4 9.1 9.1 45.5 

Family 9 20.5 20.5 65.9 

Sister 1 2.3 2.3 68.2 
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Brother 1 2.3 2.3 0.57 

Mother in Law and Sister 1 2.3 2.3 2.77 

Son 1 2.3 2.3 5.07 

Parents 2 4.5 4.5 79.5 

Husband and Sons 1 2.3 2.3 88.1 

Parents and Sisters 1 2.3 2.3 88.4 

Children 2 4.5 4.5 88.6 

Grandmother 2 2.3 2.3 93.2 

Grandmother and Sisters 1 2.3 2.3 95.5 

Uncle 1 2.3 2.3 97.7 

Parents and Brothers 1 2.3 2.3 100.0 

Total 44 100.0 100.0   

 

Table (14): Is your life better now or when you were captive? 

Is your life better now or 

when you were captive? 

No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Now 42 95.5 95.5 95.5 

Before 2 4.5 4.5 100.0 

Total 44 100.0 100.0   

Living with fear and dead destroy your comfort zone, that is why they believed the sooner 

they rescue from ISIS the better it is. Every second with ISIS was horrific and dreadful for them. 

So, almost all of them mentioned that their current life is better than it was with ISIS, only two of 

them stated that they were in better circumstance before, but certainly they meant before being 

captured by ISIS. 

In another hand, the results in table (15) explains different reasons, mentioned by the 

participants, for saying that now their life is better than it was with ISIS, as follows: 

1. Return to home and reunion with their families.  

2. Rebuild the basic rights of life (safety and stability). 

When the participants talked about the reasons, they mentioned safety and stability very 

surprisingly as if it is something they have given as benefaction, while it is the basic right for every 
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individual to live in peace, safety, and stability. The host communities and charity organizations 

must provide health and psychological aid for these women. 

The below table shows that peace, safety, and freedom are of their priority for life after they 

escaped from ISIS. After spending a horrible life with extremist groups of ISIS, living with their 

relatives has given them some subsidence. Besides, some are tired and hopeless because of the bad 

living condition they are living in. 

Table (15): Why? 

Why? No. of 

Participants 

Percen

tage 

Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Not Answered 30 68.2 68.2 68.2 

Answered I live in peace and freedom 

with my family 
1 2.3 2.3 70.5 

I live in peace and freedom in 

my community. 
1 2.3 2.3 72.7 

I live in peace with my father 1 2.3 2.3 75.0 

I live in peace with my family 1 2.3 2.3 77.3 

I live in peace and freedom 1 2.3 2.3 79.5 

I live in peace and freedom, I 

wish my child return home 
1 2.3 2.3 81.8 

I got rid of terror and live with 

my relatives now 
1 2.3 2.3 84.1 

We got rid of ISIS 1 2.3 2.3 86.4 

I live in freedom now 1 2.3 2.3 88.6 

I live freely with my family 

now 
1 2.3 2.3 90.9 

I live freely with my family 1 2.3 2.3 93.2 

I live in peace and freedom 

with my family, my dream is to 

rescue my family and see them 

again 

1 2.3 2.3 95.5 

I lost my husband, and I neither 

have a salary nor provided with 

anything 

1 2.3 2.3 97.7 

Because I lost my family 1 2.3 2.3 100.0 

Total 44 100.0 100.0   
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Table (16): Do you believe in a community which is built on respecting others? 

Do you believe in a 

community which is built 

on respecting others? 

No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Yes 38 86.4 86.4 86.4 

Somehow 6 13.6 13.6 100.0 

Total 44 100.0 100.0   

Every individual has his/her own rights and values that must be accounted and respected 

without any distinction of gender, religion, color. The participated women, in the survey, agreed 

that a society which is built on respecting each other would be successful, and living within this 

society provides comfort safety to its inhabitants. 

Table (17): Does the Yazidi community protect personal rights? 

Does the Yazidi 

community protect 

personal rights? 

No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Yes 28 63.6 63.6 63.6 

No 4 9.1 9.1 72.7 

Somehow 12 27.3 27.3 100.0 

Total 44 100.0 100.0   

The Yazidi community like all other communities and religions has its own values and 

culture concepts, it is important to see whether Yazidi people are happy with their culture, religious 

values, and community or not, are they happy within their own community. The majority said 

answered as "Yes" which means they are comfortable with their culture and their rights are well 

protected. 

Table (18): A community which follows the religious concepts is better than others. 

A community which 

follows the religious 

concepts is better than 

others. 

No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 
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Answered Yes 21 47.7 47.7 47.7 

No 7 15.9 15.9 63.6 

Somehow 16 36.4 36.4 100.0 

Total 44 100.0 100.0   

As it is clear, every religion is made on some particular rules and regulations and the 

believers must stick to the rules in society. Some societies are different, various religion followers 

are living in. Besides, ISIS showed a bad image of a particular religion, so displaced persons' 

respond were various. Among (44) women who participated in the survey, (21) answered positive, 

(8) negative, and (16) of them chose the option (Somehow). 

Table (19): Is it better to live among different religions? 

Is it better to live among 

different religions? 

No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Yes 8 18.2 18.2 18.2 

No 19 43.2 43.2 61.4 

Somehow 17 38.6 38.6 100.0 

Total 44 100.0 100.0   

Every society consists of different types of religion, and the success of this society depends 

on the coexistence and acceptance spirit among the believers of these religions. The above table 

explains the Yazidi followers’ acceptance toward other religious believers, the percentages are 

almost close to each other, (18.2 %) agreed to live among the other religions, (43.2 %) are not 

willing to live with others, and (38.6%) neither agreed nor disagree. 

The way ISIS treated them affected the Yazidi believers toward other religions. The life 

under the authorities of the extremist groups of ISIS, which shows a negative image of Islam, 

changed Yazidis and it is the main fact that some of them do not think it will be a good idea to live 

with other religions in the same society. 

Table (20): Do people change with the passage of time? 

Do people change with the 

passage of time? 

No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Yes 27 61.4 61.4 61.4 
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No 13 29.5 29.5 90.9 

Somehow 4 9.1 9.1 100.0 

Total 44 100.0 100.0   

Basically, people change with the passage of time, and human beings have the ability to 

adapt to different situations. However, the unforgettable disasters, which happened to the Yazidi 

women on the dirty hands of ISIS terrorists, are hard to for those women to manage or even accept. 

If you go and talk to these women, you will feel that the changes happened to them are not easy to 

bear, it needs great courage to face and accept it, it also needs a safe and comfortable environment 

to get them back to a normal life. 

Table (21): Can you forget the past? 

Can you forget the past? No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Yes 4 9.1 9.1 9.1 

No 35 79.5 79.5 88.6 

Somehow 5 11.4 11.4 100.0 

Total 44 100.0 100.0   

 It depends on the person's courage and the recent circumstances to forget what happened 

to them in the past. This table explains whether the survived women are provided with a suitable 

environment in order to forget the sorrows ISIS gave them in the past or not. The answers in table 

(21) show, (79.5%) of the women stated they cannot forget what just happened to them during the 

ISIS era because ISIS disgraced them and sentenced them to death. While, hopefully, (9.1%) 

believe they are able to forget their past and start a new life once again. 

Table (22): Do you fear the future? 

Do you fear the future? No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Yes 30 68.2 68.2 68.2 

No 7 15.9 15.9 84.1 

Somehow 7 15.9 15.9 100.0 

Total 44 100.0 100.0   
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Results in the table (22) reveal that (30) of the survived Yazidi women have fear of their 

future, while (7) of them stated they are optimistic about their future life which means they are 

living in better condition now. Besides, it is clear that the majority have fear of their future which 

includes the followings; 

1. Fear of the society's point of view, how they see them, will they accept them as normal 

individuals in society? 

2. Fear to face all the tragedies they went through in the past. 

Table (23): Are you pessimistic in life? 

Are you pessimistic in life? No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Yes 29 65.9 65.9 65.9 

No 8 18.2 18.2 84.1 

Somehow 7 15.9 15.9 100.0 

Total 44 100.0 100.0   

People have different views towards life depending on their past and what they have 

experienced. For these Yazidi women, life means nothing and they are hopeless about the future 

and life. It is the responsibility of the government, human rights organizations, and feminist 

organizations to rebuild hope and life for these women. The answers claimed that (65.9%) are 

pessimistic, (15.9%) said somehow they are pessimistic, only (18.2%) of the women are optimistic. 

Table (24): Have you ever thought of suicide or death? 

Have you ever thought of 

suicide or death? 

No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Yes 19 43.2 43.2 43.2 

No 24 54.5 54.5 97.7 

Somehow 1 2.3 2.3 100.0 

Total 44 100.0 100.0   

 Life is a precious blessing given to us, every moment has its own value. Everyone loves 

life and always think it is early to die, but it is true for those who really tasted life and lived a 

meaningful life not someone who has seen so many tragedies and disasters. Further, they are 



17 
 

hopeless about life even tired from life, they are willing to die as it is shown in this table (19) of 

the survey participants admitted they have thought of suicide. The concerned parties and 

organizations who fight for women's rights must place their attention to improve their life situation 

and those who are like them. 

 Table (25): Do you hate people around you? 

Do you hate people around 

you? 

No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Yes 12 27.3 27.3 27.3 

No 19 43.2 43.2 70.5 

Somehow 13 29.5 29.5 100.0 

Total 44 100.0 100.0   

 Among the participants (12) persons said they hate the people around them, (19) do not 

hate anyone, and (13) wrote somehow. It means people around them do not respect them and 

defame them. 

 

 

 Table (26): Do you feel sad now? 

Do you feel sad now? No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Yes 38 86.4 86.4 86.4 

No 1 2.3 2.3 88.6 

Somehow 5 11.4 11.4 100.0 

Total 44 100.0 100.0   

 It is the basic right of every human being to live the way they desire, but when they face 

injustice it makes their life will become meaningless and they prefer death rather than what they 

experienced in the past. As it is shown in the table (26) almost all the survived women are sad and 

depressed about the way of their life now. 

 Table (27): Do you feel grief or dislike life? 
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Do you feel grief or dislike 

life? 

No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Yes 36 81.8 81.8 81.8 

No 5 11.4 11.4 93.2 

Somehow 3 6.8 6.8 100.0 

Total 44 100.0 100.0   

 As it is already mentioned in the previous tables, these people are unhappy with their 

current way of life and they have tried to put an end to their lives. Certainly, it makes them be sad 

and depressed because they have nothing left to live for or enjoy life. It becomes even more 

obvious in the answers of the above table, the majority (36 of them) have said that they feel grief 

and do not like the taste of life anymore. 

 Table (28): Do you feel indecision? 

Do you feel indecision? No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Yes 33 75.0 75.0 75.0 

No 5 11.4 11.4 86.4 

Somehow 6 13.6 13.6 100.0 

Total 44 100.0 100.0   

 The fear and dread life of ISIS has made them be doubtful, psychologically unstable, and 

always live in fear. Even before looking to the results in the table, it is clear that they are indecision 

after all the events happened to them, (75.0%) have doubted in life, (11.4) said they have not. 

Table (29): Is your sleeping normal at night? 

Is your sleeping normal at 

night? 

No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Yes 11 25.0 25.0 25.0 

No 19 43.2 43.2 68.2 

Somehow 14 31.8 31.8 100.0 

Total 44 100.0 100.0   
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 The results in the table (29) differ, (25.0%) of the answers are positive, (43.2%) of them 

do not have normal sleep, and (31.8%) said somehow they do have normal sleep. 

Table (30): If "Yes", how many hours do you sleep? 

If "Yes", how many hours 

do you sleep? 

No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Not Answered 13 29.5 29.5 29.5 

Answered 11 Hours 1 2.3 2.3 31.8 

12 Hours 1 2.3 2.3 34.1 

3 Hours 4 9.1 9.1 43.2 

4 Hours 8 18.2 18.2 61.4 

5 Hours 5 11.4 11.4 72.7 

6 Hours 5 11.4 11.4 84.1 

7-10 Hours 1 2.3 2.3 86.4 

8 Hours 5 11.4 11.4 97.7 

9 Hours 1 2.3 2.3 100.0 

Total 44 100.0 100.0   

 It is understandable if they do not have a normal sleeping system because they have seen 

and experienced torturing and psychological pains, it stayed with them as a nightmare. The above 

table shows the sleeping hours of the participants. 

 Table (31): Do you feel the pressure without any reason? 

Do you feel the pressure 

without any reason? 

No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Yes 26 59.1 59.1 59.1 

No 10 22.7 22.7 81.8 

Somehow 8 18.2 18.2 100.0 

Total 44 100.0 100.0   

 The Yazidi women who participated in the survey and those who did not have an abnormal 

psychological condition, the past memories always come to them as a nightmare. As it is clearly 
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shown in the table (31) majority are feeling the pressure without any reason, and only a small 

percentage (22.7%) mentioned they psychologically fine. 

Table (32): Are there any thoughts of the past in your memory? 

Are there any thoughts of 

the past in your memory? 

No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Yes 41 93.2 93.2 93.2 

No 3 6.8 6.8 100.0 

Total 44 100.0 100.0   

Sad memories always hurt us, leaving your past behind is not something easy especially 

for someone, like Yazidi women, who have seen all these sorrows and tragedies. They have been 

isolated from their families and relatives, faced physical and psychological torture. Moreover, 

these memories will always stay with them as it is shown in the above table that (93.2%) admitted 

the memories hurt them, while (6.8%) answered as "No". 

 

 

 

Table (33): Do you feel any threat? 

Do you feel any threat? No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Yes 15 34.1 35.7 35.7 

No 17 38.6 40.5 76.2 

Somehow 10 22.7 23.8 100.0 

Total 42 95.5 100.0   

Not Answered Not 

Answered 
2 4.5     

Total 44 100.0    

 However, they are no longer living with the extremist groups of ISIS and reunited with 

their families, but they still fear of life for not proving stable security. Table (33) shows that (15) 
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of the participants feel they are facing a particular threat, while (17) of them feel no threat, and 

(10) of the women said that somehow they feel threatened. 

 Table (34): Do you think of any accident? 

Do you think of any 

accident? 

No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Yes 36 81.8 83.7 83.7 

No 7 15.9 16.3 100.0 

Total 43 97.7 100.0   

Not Answered Not 

Answered 
1 2.3     

Total 44 100.0    

 The Yazidi women will live with the dread memories they experienced, and it will stay 

with them forever. The majority of the participants (36) stated they are still thinking of an accident 

which happened to them, and (7) of them are not thinking of any accident. 

 

 

Table (35): If “Yes” what is it? 

If "Yes", what is it? No. of 

Participants 

Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Not Answered 19 43.2 43.2 43.2 

Answered Forfeit of 21 family 

members 
1 2.3 2.3 45.5 

Torture 1 2.3 2.3 47.7 

Torture and my family 1 2.3 2.3 50.0 

Sexual slavery, 

torture, and taking me 
1 2.3 2.3 52.3 

Buying and selling me 

and separation from 

my family 

1 2.3 2.3 54.5 

Forfeit of my kids and 

tiredness of buying 

and selling 

1 2.3 2.3 56.8 
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I lost my husband 1 2.3 2.3 59.1 

I always see ISIS in 

my dreams 
1 2.3 2.3 61.4 

They destroyed 

everything, they took 

my father in front of 

my eyes 

1 2.3 2.3 63.6 

Killing and beheading 

Yazidis 
1 2.3 2.3 65.9 

My virginity and 

everything 
2 4.5 4.5 70.5 

When ISIS took my 

husband and destroyed 

our house 

1 2.3 2.3 72.7 

When ISIS gathered us 

and took my mother, 

father, and my 2 sons 

1 2.3 2.3 75.0 

I lost my son, they 

killed him in Syria 
1 2.3 2.3 77.3 

My brothers and 

sisters’ forfeiture 
1 2.3 2.3 79.5 

Losing my kids 1 2.3 2.3 81.8 

Losing my family 1 2.3 2.3 84.1 

Losing my family 1 2.3 2.3 86.4 

Losing my husband, 

my 4 children, all the 

wealth 

1 2.3 2.3 88.6 

Losing my husband 

and 5 children 
1 2.3 2.3 90.9 

Losing my husband 

and 5 brothers 
1 2.3 2.3 93.2 

Losing my husband 

and family 
1 2.3 2.3 95.5 

Losing my family 2 4.5 4.5 100.0 

Total 44 100.0 100.0   

 As it is revealed so far, what Yazidi women faced is not something to be forgotten easily. 

However, the above question reminded them of hard times of ISIS, but it was vital to tell the others 

what they have suffered from. As they mentioned in the table (35) their beloved ones have been 

killed in front of their eyes, separated from family, and the young girls faced sexual slavery by the 

extremist groups of ISIS and lost their virginity. Further, they cannot forget how ISIS groups traded 

by them, selling and buying them. 
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 Table (36): Do you get furious and depressed with no reason? 

Do you get furious and 

depressed with no reason? 

No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Yes 31 70.5 72.1 72.1 

No 10 22.7 23.3 95.3 

Somehow 2 4.5 4.7 100.0 

Total 43 97.7 100.0   

Not Answered Not 

Answered 
1 2.3     

Total 44 100.0    

ISIS made them experience the life of hell on earth which made the Yazidi women to 

always feel angry and sad without having any reason to be. Results in the table (36) explain (31) 

women said yes to the question which is a great percentage. 

 

 

Table (37): Did your problems have an impact on you? 

Did your problems have an 

impact on you? 

No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Yes 24 54.5 54.5 54.5 

No 10 22.7 22.7 77.3 

Somehow 10 22.7 22.7 100.0 

Total 44 100.0   

 The past events have left a great impact on the Yazidi women, so they do not trust anyone 

anymore. The answers for the table (37) are various, the majority answered as "Yes" (54.5%), only 

(22.7%) says that their problems have left no impact on them. 

 Table (38): Are you satisfied with yourself? 

Are you satisfied with 

yourself? 

No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 
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Answered Yes 23 52.3 52.3 52.3 

No 8 18.2 18.2 70.5 

Somehow 13 29.5 29.5 100.0 

Total 44 100.0   

 Being satisfied with yourself or to love yourself has a great impact on people's daily life. 

To what rate the survived Yazidi women are satisfied with their life? Only (13) of the participants 

claimed they are unhappy and unsatisfied with their life. 

 Table (39): Do you like loneliness? 

Table (39): Do you like 

loneliness? 

No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Yes 28 63.6 63.6 63.6 

No 11 25.0 25.0 88.6 

Somehow 5 11.4 11.4 100.0 

Total 44 100.0   

 Human beings are social creatures, they cannot continue living on their own. They need 

nature and other human beings to interact, exchange ideas, share love and sorrow. Besides, most 

of the Yazidi women who participated in the survey mentioned that they prefer to stay alone 

because they do not want to lead a normal life. They are suffering from what happened to them 

and are introvert, from the participants (28) said they like loneliness. 

 Table (40): Do you have any goal to achieve? 

Do you like loneliness? No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Yes 37 84.1 84.1 84.1 

No 6 13.6 13.6 97.7 

Somehow 1 2.3 2.3 100.0 

Total 44 100.0   

 The above table's results show that those who participated are still hopeful in their life. 

However, they have suffered many times in the past, but they have not given up and are still willing 
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to enjoy the beauty of life, the government, concerned parties related to women and human rights 

must work hard to help the survived Yazidi women. 

 Table (41): Do you have enough money to achieve your goal? 

Do you have enough 

money to achieve your 

goal? 

No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Yes 2 4.5 4.5 4.5 

No 37 84.1 84.1 88.6 

Somehow 5 11.4 11.4 100.0 

Total 44 100.0   

 Financial state is as much important as your skills and talents to achieve your goals and 

dreams. Without money, people cannot reach their goals to benefit their society and themselves, 

which might provide them with a real job opportunity. 

The above table shows the survived Yazidi women's desire to make their dreams real, but 

as it is shown, (84.1%) mentioned that they are lack of money so they cannot achieve what they 

dream of. The charities and host communities must help these people in order to achieve their 

dreams. 

Table (42): Has money ever benefited you in life? 

Has money ever benefited 

you in life? 

No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Yes 18 40.9 40.9 40.9 

No 16 36.4 36.4 77.3 

Somehow 10 22.7 22.7 100.0 

Total 44 100.0   

 Results differ in the table (42), the majority (40.9%) says that money has benefited them, 

while (36.4%) believe that money is not that much important in life, and some (22.7%) say money 

has benefited them but not in every situation. 

 Table (43): If you are provided with a suitable job, will you accept it? 
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If you are provided with a 

suitable job, will you 

accept it? 

No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Yes 33 75.0 75.0 75.0 

No 9 20.5 20.5 95.5 

Somehow 2 4.5 4.5 100.0 

Total 44 100.0 100.0  

 Hopefully, most of the participants are willing to work and start a new life which helps 

them to forget the tragedies they faced in the past. In addition, it shows that they are unwilling to 

give up. Among the survey participants, (33) of them mentioned they will accept new 

opportunities, only (9) of participants are unwilling to work. 

 Table (44): Did exodus help you to find a job opportunity? 

Did exodus help you to find 

a job opportunity? 

No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Yes 1 2.3 2.4 2.4 

No 37 84.1 88.1 90.5 

Somehow 4 9.1 9.5 100.0 

Total 42 95.5 100.0   

Not Answered Not 

Answered 
2 4.5     

Total 44 100.0    

 After the horrific events and leaving their homes, most of the people went jobless even 

those who had a job before, and others were not able to go to school to finish their studies. 

A great percentage of the participants (84.1%) become jobless after they become refugees 

in other parts of the country, only one woman could find a job for herself. The concerned parties 

and humanitarian organizations must open new training courses for such people in order to find 

their skills and talents. 

 Table (45): Can you manage to live with a group of women? 
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Can you manage to live 

with a group of women? 

No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Yes 19 43.2 43.2 43.2 

No 18 40.9 40.9 84.1 

Somehow 7 15.9 15.9 100.0 

Total 44 100.0 100.0  

 The aim of this question in the survey was to know the feeling of coexistence among the 

survived Yazidi women, the answers were as the following: 

Those who said it is fine with them to live other a group of women were (43.2%). While 

(40.9%) said they cannot manage to live with other women. The reason is that they believe if they 

gather with other women they will bring topics about past to argue, and they do not want to discuss 

or mention what happened to them in the past. 

 

 

 

 

Table (46): Are you suffering from any illness? 

Are you suffering from any 

illness? 

No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Yes 27 61.4 61.4 61.4 

No 17 38.6 38.6 100.0 

Total 44 100.0 100.0  

 

             Table (47): What is your illness? 

What is your illness? No. of 

Participants 

Percen

tage 

Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Not Answered 18 40.9 40.9 40.9 
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Answered Arthritis 1 2.3 2.3 43.2 

Kidney Infection 1 2.3 2.3 45.5 

Infection 1 2.3 2.3 47.7 

Uterus Infection 1 2.3 2.3 50.0 

Hysterectomy 1 2.3 2.3 52.3 

Ophthalmalgia 1 2.3 2.3 54.5 

Uterine Fibroid 1 2.3 2.3 56.8 

Anger & Long Depression 1 2.3 2.3 59.1 

Back Pain 1 2.3 2.3 61.4 

Typhoo 1 2.3 2.3 63.6 

Typhoid Fever 1 2.3 2.3 65.9 

Vertigo 1 2.3 2.3 68.2 

Osteoporosis Disease 1 2.3 2.3 70.5 

Migraine Headache 1 2.3 2.3 72.7 

Migraine Headache & 
Typhoo 

1 2.3 2.3 75.0 

Blood Pressure 1 2.3 2.3 77.3 

Blood Pressure & Arthritis 1 2.3 2.3 79.5 

Rheumatoid & Blood 
Pressure 

1 2.3 2.3 81.8 

Diabetes & Blood Pressure 1 2.3 2.3 84.1 

Eyes 1 2.3 2.3 86.4 

Hypothalamic Knee 1 2.3 2.3 88.6 

Anemia & Migraine 
Headache 

1 2.3 2.3 90.9 

Ovary Defect 1 2.3 2.3 93.2 

Thyroid disease 1 2.3 2.3 95.5 

Psychopath 1 2.3 2.3 97.7 

Psychological Disorder 1 2.3 2.3 100.0 

Total 44 100.0 100.0   

             The psychological and health conditions of these women are mentioned in the above 

tables, the participants have suffered from several diseases, (27) of them which means (61.4%) are 

suffering from different kinds of diseases. They must be supported and provided with treatments. 
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             Besides all the tragedies the Yazidi women faced, the results in the table (47) explains all 

the diseases that these survived Yazidi women are suffering. The types of diseases and numbers 

of the suffering persons are mentioned in the table. 

              Table (48): Do you receive treatments for your disease? 

Do you receive treatments 

for your disease? 

No. of Participants Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered Yes 10 22.7 40.0 40.0 

No 14 31.8 56.0 96.0 

Somehow 1 2.3 4.0 100.0 

Total 25 56.8 100.0   

Not Answered Not 

Answered 
19 43.2     

Total 44 100.0    

            According to the participants respond to the question in the above table (48), a small 

percentage (22.7%) is receiving treatments, and (31.8%) of the participants are deprived of 

receiving enough treatments. These women must be supported and provided with proper 

treatments by the government and charities, at least to be physically healthy. 

            Further, regarding the place where they receive the treatments for their disease, only (10) 

of the survey participants mentioned the place. Furthermore, the below table (49), determines all 

the places where they receive treatment. 

            Table (49): Where do you receive treatment? 

Where do you receive treatment? No. of 

Participants 

Percentage Percentage 

Answered 

Total 

Percentage 

Answered At Home 2 4.5 4.5 81.8 

Khanke Doctor 1 2.3 2.3 84.1 

Dr. Awaz in Duhok 1 2.3 2.3 86.4 

Dr. Burhan in Duhok 1 2.3 2.3 88.6 

Semel 1 2.3 2.3 90.9 

Pharmacy 1 2.3 2.3 93.2 
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Psychiatrist 1 2.3 2.3 95.5 

Hospital 1 2.3 2.3 97.7 

Camp Clinic 1 2.3 2.3 100.0 

Not 

Answered 

Not Answered 
34 77.3 77.3 77.3 

Total 44 100.0    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Results: 

1. The survived Yazidi women need good attention because they have faced so many 

tragedies. Women and children are the first victims at war, they faced sexual slavery, 

torture, and harassment by the military groups. Human rights and organizations, related to 

women rights, must give attention to these women in order to encourage them to have self-

confidence and start a new life once again. 

2. The survived Yazidi women are living in fear and danger because of their life with the 

extremist groups of ISIS. They must be provided with safety and comfort environment. 

3. With all the things that happened to them, they are willing to work and start a new job. The 

government and humanitarian organization, concerned with IDPs, must open training 

courses for such people and provide them with job opportunities 
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4. The Yazidi women have lost their virginity forcefully in which they are great pain now. 

The great coast made them feel shame to go out and meet people, but if they get the chance 

to speak out to the world, it helps to make some laws in order to protect women during 

wartime across the world. Nadia Murad, former ISIS sexual slavery, she is a Yazidi girl 

who decided to speak out what the extremist groups did to her, it encouraged many other 

girls to do so. 

5. They need more awareness in education and development sector in order to be more 

adaptable in the difficult times. 

6. Organizations must hold seminars and workshops to the IDPs, explaining how to manage 

incidental circumstances. 

7. Organizations and charities must provide health facilities, financial and social assistance 

to the survived women. 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommendations: 

          It is the duty of government, human rights, and organizations to provide a safe and 

comfortable environment for the survived Yazidi women and physical and psychological 

healthcare for those who have survived the atrocities committed by the ISIS groups. In addition, 

the parliament must make some laws for the victims of ISIS war to compensate them. Further, to 

save the lives and dignity of civilians during any war and work with the human rights' principles. 


